
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Bhila-J. (ran** X" . /«><•. TAB 1 















, /////>,?/■ /f/t//h// S/tri/tr. tS\w/vf>f/.t ftta/ste/// H'pM.rn (o/i/iet 



•. TAP. 1 



— '*- -~r*S — 



.•v— r> 










BO/ 






/,-;•' 












A\\x\v 




- 




i/.Jlfyma*- */>*. 



» • * / 



l J /ii/#j/Ir<rtut.X 4go. TAB. If 







TABIC. 







[ 579 3 

I. An Account of an antient Shrine, formerly 
belonging to the Abbey of Croyland \ by 
Wm. Stukely M. D. "Coll. Med. Lone/. 
Soc. & Ecclef. D. Georgii Martyr. LoncL 

Rector. 



Read Dv, 8. npiHE Shrine before us is a great Cu- 
*74 8 - J^ riofity. Few of this kind of Anti- 

quities efcap'd the general Ravage of the Diflblution 
of Abbeys: For which Reafon 1 thought it would 
be an agreeable Amufcmcnt to the Society to have 
a View of it $ and to preferve a Drawing of it 
as in Tab. I. and II. The Shrine is made of Oak, 
plated over with Copper, upon which the Figures 
are chaccd in Gold : The Ground is cnaniel'd with 
blue 5 in the Ridge along the Top are three oval 
Chryftals fee tranfparently; its Dimenfions arc as ex~ 
prcfled under the Print. 

Mr. Eayre of St. Neots fcrit it to me to have 
my Opinion of it. It was found in the Houlc of 
a Gentleman of that Neighbourhood, who never 
fhcw'd it during his Life-time $ and who poffibly 
might have given us fomc Account, as to the Hi- 
ftory of iti and at prcfent we have no means left 
of finding it out, but by Conjc&urc. 

I conceive it came from Croyland- Abbey. There 
was an Intercourfc between this Abbey and St. Neoft 
Priory ; infomuch that St. Neofs Body was carried 
hence to Cr oy land- Abbey y and inlhrincd there, 

G g g g Thcfc 
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Thcfc Shrines were made for receiving Rcliques 
of Saints, in old Abbeys, Churches, and Cathedrals. 
(See a- Print in the Hiftoryot Canterbury, and in 
'Jhigdale's Monafitcow, of the high Altar of the Church 
of St. Auguftin there $ no lefs than thirteen of thefc 
Shrines (landing around). Thefc were carried about 
in Proccffions on their anniversary Days ; fomctimes 
cmbcHifhcrf with Jewels of ineftimable Value. .Be- 
sides thefc portable ones, there were others, built of 
Stone, Marble, and other Materials ; like that of 
St. Edward the Confejfor in We {tminjler- Abbey $ 
one now in Qjejier Cathedral of St. Werburga 7 
whereon the cpifcopal Throne is fet, adorn'd with 
.Sculptures of Saxort Kings and Saints: One of St. 
Thomas de Cafitelupe Bifhop of Hereford, in that 
Cathedral. Thefc now remain. There was one in 
the Church of Burton-Coggles; Lincolnshire \ and of 
Heckington ift the fame County 5 and innumerable 
others, deftroy'd at the Diffolutkm of Monaftcries. 

The Shrine before us, from the Manner of draw- 
ing, and Workmanfhip, I conclude to be of Saxon 
Antiquity, and that very high; now near 900 Years 
old. I think it gives us the Story of the Murder of 
the Abbot there, and his Monk*s, perpetrated by the 
barbarous c Da?ies, in the Year 870. 
4 Sept. 2f. that Year, they rufh'd into the Church 
of Cropland, whilft the Religious were at divine 
Service. Ingulphus, Abbot of the Place, in his Hi- 
rtory, gives us this Account. Lord Theodore wa? 
then Abbot of Or oy lands who at that time pontifi- 
cal iy officiated at the high Altar, expecting the Bar- 
barians. King Osketyl cut off his Head upon the 
Altar. Ferns Martyr et Chrijli hojlia imwolatur, 

fays 
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lays out Author, Miniftri circumjiantes amies capi 
tibus dctruncati: " Thus fell the true Martyr and 
" Lamb of Chriit, as a Sacrifice on the Altar. All 
<f the alMant Minifters 'were beheaded likewner 
fays he. 

The two on our Shrine arc Frier Elfget the Dea- 
con, and Frier Savin the Subdcacon. 

Some Days after, when the Monks that fled re- 
turned, they found the Body of the venerable Abbot 
Theodore beheaded at the Altar. 

Above is rcprcfented his Succcflbr Abbot Godr/c, 
with the Minillcrs about him, putting the dcccafcd 
Abbot into his Shroud > whilft Angels are carrying 
his Soul up to Heaven. 

1 fuppofe fonic Part of this Martyr might be ob- 
tained, and kept in this Shrine. 

I obferve the famous old fcpulcral Stone in 'TV 
ttrborou^h Minfter-Yard, is exa&ly of the fame Shape 
as our Shrine. It was let up over the Grave of the 
Abbot and Monks murdci'd by the fame 'Danes, the. 
Day alter thole of Groyland-Mky futfer'd, Sept. 26. 
It is carv'd on the Sides with the Images ot our 
Saviour and the Apottles. It is now rcmov'd into 
the Library. 

Nov. * 3 . »74». W. Stukelv. 
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